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XXI. Dynasty to excavate a secret shaft, where they might safely conceal the 
royal mummies. This secret shaft is just over the brow of the cliff before us, 
and here Thotmes III., Ramses II. and all the rest were taken out in 1881. 

As we f^ce the cliff, the Ramesseum or funeral temple of Ramses II. is 
just behind us. On our right, but out of range is the famous terraced temple 
of queen Ha't-shepsut. Here the Egyptian Exploration Fund has completed 
clearing the temple of detritus and accumulated debris from the cliffs above, 
a task which has occupied them for the last two winters. Perhaps the most 
interesting discovery here was the finding of the so-called "foundation 
deposit" in the temple. This corresponds to our corner-stone deposit. Four 
of the objects contained in this deposit have been presented by the Fund to 
the Art Institute of Chicago, where they have just arrived, and may be 
inspected by the public. They are a model of the hoe, with which the queen 
broke ground for the foundation of the building, a model sledge for trans- 
porting stone, an alabaster jar with lid, and a woven papyrus standard, such 
as was placed beneath a moist water jar to prevent soiling the table. They 
date from the sixteenth century B. C, nearly four centuries^efore the exodus. 

James Henry Breasted. 



A TABLET OF WARNING FROM THE TEMPLE OF HEROD. 




:"■ '.'':'' ' ■■'•;■ -. '-- : , jl 



" There was one special offence in regard to which the Jews had been 
accorded the singular privilege of proceeding even against Roman citizens 
according to Jewish Law. Within the large square forming the outer court 
of the Herodian temple, there was an oblong quadrangular space enclosed by 
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strong walls. This was the so-called inner court, or " the court" in the strict 
sense of the word. This court was approached by a flight of 45 steps, and 
at the foot of this stair was a stone fence within which no Gentile was allowed 
to pass. Any Gentile who ventured to pass this boundary and set foot within 
the inner court was punished with death ; and the Roman authorities so res- 
pected the scruples of the Jews in regard to this matter that they sanctioned 
the execution of this sentence even in those cases in which Roman citizens 
had been the offenders. To this fence notices were attached at certain dis- 
tances from each other, with the prohibition and penalty for infringing 
inscribed upon them in Greek and Latin." (Schurer, The Jewish People in the 
Time of Christ, Eng. translation, II., 1, 188 and 266.) The above is a photo- 
graph of one of those inscriptions, discovered and published by M. Clermont- 
Ganneau in 1871. The inscription runs : 

MHQENAAAAOTENHElSnO 

PEYE20AIENTO2TOYIIE 

PITOIEPONTPY<S>AKTOYKAI 

IIEPIBOAOYOSAANAH 

<*><h)HEAYTOIAITI0 2E2 

TAIAIATOEBAKOAOY 

©EIN(h)ANATON. 

Iiy)6 iva aXXoyevr) d<nro peveoSat ivrbs tov irepl to lepbv rpvtjxxKTov kcu 
nepi/Sokov. os 8' av krj(j)0rj iavrco atrtos corai Sia to i£aKo\ovQew Odvarov. 

Let no Gentile enter inside of the barrier and the fence around the 
sanctuary. Anyone trespassing will bring death upon himself as a penalty. 



